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Holroyd Edward HAMLYN
Born Q1 1895, Teignmouth                          Died 16 September 1917, aged 22

            L/Cpl,   service no 28018                         Somerset Light Infantry,   7th Battalion

The Hamlyn family were from Teignmouth. The Hamlyn surname was introduced into England 
around 1066. It derived from the personal name Hamon, meaning home and was first recorded 
in Devon in 1121. Holroyd Edward Hamlyn is remembered on Teignmouth seafront memorial 
and St James’ memorial window, Teignmouth, as well as at St Mary’s Church, Cofton. 

Holroyd Edward Hamlyn was the fourth child of Thomas William Hamlyn (1866-1945) and 
Emma Full (1866-1940) of Teignmouth. Thomas W Hamlyn was a dock labourer. They married in
1889 and had ten children between 1890 and 1907:

Edith Harriet Hamlyn 1890-1977
Asenath Eveline Hamlyn 1891-1978
Henry Thomas Hamlyn * 1893-1916
Holroyd Edward Hamlyn 1895-1917
Gladys Victoria Hamlyn 1897-1997
Thomas William Hamlyn * 1899-1918
Sidney Hector Hamlyn 1901-1973
Frederick Albert Hamlyn 1902-1985
Eglon Ernest Hamlyn 1905-1985
Samuel Mervyn Hamlyn 1907-1991

* Henry Thomas Hamlyn was a Private in the Devonshire Regiment, killed on the first day
of the Battle of the Somme.
Thomas William Hamlyn died in action in Flanders on 4 April 1918.

They lived at 26 Bitton Hill, Teignmouth in 1901 and 1911. After leaving school Holroyd 
Edward Hamlyn became a mason’s labourer. 
 
He was sent to the front with the 12th Labour Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment as Private 
no. 17269. He was later promoted to Lance Corporal, where he was required to supervise a 
section, which is a small team of up to four soldiers. He would have worn one chevron on his 
sleeve.
He was later invalided home. On returning to the front he was attached to the 7th Battalion, 
Somerset Light Infantry, service no. 28018.

The connection with Dawlish is through his name appearing on the War Memorial in Cofton 
churchyard. In 1915 he married Caroline Crews (1887-1964) who lived at Cofton.
Caroline Crews was born ca 1887 to John Havill Crews (1861-1938) and Caroline Coggins (1859-
1929). He was a general labourer and they were a mobile family as shown by the birth places of 
their children in the 1891 census:

Elizabeth dau (1883- ) born Heavitree
Annie dau (1885-) Topsham
Caroline dau (1887-1964) Powderham
John H son (1888- ) Cofton

At this point they were living at Cockwood. Later, Caroline Crews took a position of servant 
cook to William Edgelow, physician of Braddon Villa, Torquay (1911 census).
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After Holroyd Hamlyn’s death Caroline married twice more.

In the Oct-Dec quarter of 1919 she married John Dodge (1876-1951) (GRO marriage ref Newton
Abbot, vol 5b, page 418). John Dodge (1876-1951) was a gardener living at Westwood, Cofton 
and he was a first cousin to Arthur George Dodge (q.v.) who is also remembered at St Mary’s, 
Cofton, for he died in Iraq on 28th December 1917. 
John Dodge died on 30th June 1951 at Middlewood, Starcross and left proceeds to his widow 
Caroline Dodge and a son Harold John Dodge (GRO birth ref Newton Abbot, Dec 1920, vol 5b, 
p 158). He is mentioned also in the Probate of Caroline Rawlings (Caroline Fowler), see below.

After the death of John Dodge, Caroline married William G Fowler (1876-1958) in Oct-Dec 1951 
(GRO ref NewtonAbbot, vol 7a, p 1011).  William Fowler died in Oct-Dec 1958 (GRO ref Exeter, 
vol 7a, p 382) and Caroline Fowler (Caroline Rawlings) died at Newport, Isle of Wight on 3 
January 1964, aged 77. There is no record of a marriage to a Rawlings. Probate was granted to a
solicitor and to Harold John Dodge, Mill hand.

There is little information available about the activities of the 7th Battalion, Somerset Light 
Infantry apart from a reference to being involved in attacks in the Langemarck area during 
August and September 1917 in one of the stages of the Third battle of Ypres (Passchendaele).  
The Regimental History provides no specific information to prove an instance of storming 
German blockhouses with Canadian troops.  There is no doubt that they were in the front line at
this time, as shown by the report from his Commanding Officer, writing to his widow stating:-

“It is with the greatest regret that I have to inform you of the death of your husband, 
who was killed in action on the 16th.inst. He was at the time occupying a small post in 
the front line and his death, which was instantaneous, was caused by a German shell. He
was buried behind the post which he had held and a cross was erected to mark the 
grave. Although Lce.-Corpl. Hamlyn had been with us a short time, I always found him a 
brave soldier and his loss to the Company at this time will be felt both by the officers 
and men with whom he served.”

Commonwealth War Graves entry: 
Lance Corporal,   Service No: 28018     Date of Death: 16/09/1917    Somerset Light 
Infantry,  7th Bn
Panels 41 to 42 and 163a, Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Flanders

Holroyd is not recorded on the Devon Roll of Honour for Dawlish, nor on the Dawlish Boys' 
School Roll of Honour.

The Teignmouth War Memorial carries his name along with those of his two brothers. 
Devon Heritage site shows “Lance Corporal Holroyd Edward Hamlyn of the 7th Battalion, the 
Somerset Light Infantry. Son of Thomas and Emma Hamlyn of Teignmouth and brother of 
Henry and Thomas (see above). Born in Teignmouth in the March Quarter of 1895. Died 16 
September 1917 aged 22. “

A small Death Grant was paid to his widow, Caroline and a War Gratuity of £6.0s. 0d. Was also 
paid in 1919.

Last known address: 26 Bitton Hill, Teignmouth
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Next of kin: Caroline Hamlyn, widow

References:   
Teignmouth seafront memorial
Teignmouth St James’s Memorial window
H Roche, Teign Heritage Centre
Cofton churchyard memorial      
CWGC 
refs via subscription websites:

Census records    
Beale family tree (Ancestry)

        
Memorial at St Mary’s Cofton    Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Flanders

          

Somerset Light Infantry
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