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Allan MOSS
Born East India, ca 1857                 Died 10 October 1916, aged 59
Major                     Worcestershire Regiment, 2nd Battalion

Allan Moss was the eldest of ten children of Thomas Moss (1828-1903) and Helen Lucretia 
Billings (1834-1913).  
Thomas had been born at Cawnpore, India and was working as a civil engineer. He married 
Helen L Billings in 1853 in Meerut, West Bengal and she was born in East India. 
They are first shown on UK census returns in 1881 when Helen Lucretia Moss was head of 
household in Marygate, St Olave, York, with their children, including Allan who is shown as a 
Lieutenant in the 36th Regiment.  
The children were Allan, Clara (1861-1937), Thomas (1863- ), Jessie (1865- ), Gerald (1868- ), 
Helen (1870- ) and Ralph (1873- ).  Many of the children had been born in Allahabad, Uttar 
Pradesh, India.
Allan Moss was a career soldier in the 36th Regiment who was commissioned as a Lieutenant 
on 10 April 1876, at the age of 19. He was posted a Captain on 1st January 1884 and a Major on 
2nd  March 1891.

36th Regiment
The 36th Regiment became the 36th (Herefordshire) Regiment and it moved to India in 
1863. After the manoeuvres in 1872 the regiment returned to Rawalpindi until relieved in 
1875, when they marched to Meean Meer.  In October, 1875 the regiment marched for 
Bombay where on November 13th they sailed for home in H.M.S. Euphrates. They landed 
at Devonport, after trans-shipping at Portsmouth, in December.

ENGLAND
The 36th formed part of the 2nd Brigade of the 1st Division. Back in Raglan Barracks in 
1876 the regiment was inspected by the G.O.C. Western District and the Commander-in-
Chief commented favourably in his report. The officers of the regiment in this year placed 
a mural brass in Hereford Cathedral to the memory of the 9 Officers, 20 Sergeants, 17 
Corporals, 2 Drummers and 307 Privates who died in India during the regiment's service 
there from 1863 to 1875.
In April, 1878 the Army Reserve was mobilised because of a scare of war with Russia. The
36th received men from both the Hereford and Worcester Militia. 
In December a draft of 126 volunteers embarked for South Africa to join the 99th and 
take part in the Zulu War. In 1878 the 36th took second place in the regiments at home 
for immunity from crime.
 In July 1881 the Regiment returned again to Ireland and Cork.
General Order No. 41 of 1881 completely reorganised the Army. The Minister of War, Mr.
Cardwell, is generally given the credit—or blame. The 36th now lost their old number and
title and became the 2nd Battalion of The Worcestershire Regiment. 

2ND BATTALION THE WORCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT
These reforms meant that the 36th lost their green facings, and when new colours were 
needed they would be white, for white was the colour for the facings of all English non-
royal regiments. The motto "Firm" was included in the new badges, which were designed 
by the Adjutant of the Militia and accordingly had the Castle of Worcester in the centre. 
This was soon discarded for the Lion of the 29th. The 36th also adopted the Valise Star 
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from the 29th—a new pattern with "WR" in the centre. This was also later changed for 
the Lion of the 29th.

  
The 36th remained in Ireland until 1883 when they crossed to Jersey in the Channel 
Islands. There they served for two years until moving to Portsmouth late in 1885.  While 
at Portsmouth part of the barracks was wrecked by an explosion of gas, fortunately with 
very few casualties. The next move was to Pembroke Dock at the end of 1887. Meantime 
recruits were arriving from the Depot at Norton Barracks and drafts of trained men were 
being sent to the 1st Battalion

IRELAND AND ALDERSHOT
In 1889 the battalion returned yet again to Ireland and spent two years in Limerick and 
then moved to Curragh Camp in 1891.  Ireland must have been a very pleasant place to 
soldier in then—plenty of sport off duty and plenty of room for serious soldiering. The 
army was still forming squares and advancing in columns as if they would never have to 
face anything more lethal than an assegai but that solid discipline which was to stand it 
in such good stead in South Africa and Flanders was being built up. In 1893 the 2nd 
battalion moved from Curragh Camp to Aldershot. Soldiering at Aldershot in those days 
was hard work. It was too near the Horse Guards. Generals were forever ordering field 
days on Lafflans plain and these field days were carried out in scarlet and blue cloth 
helmets and ended, generally, with a grand march past of friend and foe.

MALTA AND BERMUDA
It was now the turn of the 2nd battalion to go abroad and they sailed for Malta, and 
disembarked in November 1895. Here they made a great reputation for soldiering and 
sport. There were eight regiments in the garrison and there was great competition on 
parade and at sport. The band and drums were the pride of Malta. The officers had a polo
team and a rowing crew and the battalion football team won high honours. Captain 
Hovell (known as "Mad Jack") was commanding "A" Company in Malta. He was a very 
strong swimmer and once swam round the island Gozo. Every man of his company had to
be able to swim a mile, play water polo, march well, be a marksman, do semaphore and 
know the morse code, and use a pick and shovel. When the battalion moved from Malta 
to Bermuda in 1897 the competition was lacking but the same high standard was 
maintained. The band and drums were in great demand, not only in Barracks but at 
Hamilton House and Government House. The officers had a dramatic club which gave 
frequent shows. 
Late in 1899 the war in South Africa had broken out and the battalion was under orders 
for Halifax, Nova Scotia. A telegram was sent to the War Office requesting that the 
battalion be sent to South Africa. This was granted and the battalion sailed for England in

2



Dawlish World War One Project

November. They embarked in S.S. Tintagel Castle on December 17th and disembarked at 
Cape Town on January 12th, 1900. The battalion formed part of the 12th Infantry Brigade
under General Clements, (late 24th Foot) and on January 25th came under fire during a 
reconnaissance in force. The war mainly consisted of long marches and short 
engagements. When peace was signed at Pretoria on May 31st, 1901 the battalion had 
acquitted themselves well and proved the efficiency of the sound training they had 
received in Ireland, Aldershot, Malta and Bermuda. The battalion went from South Africa 
to Ceylon.

THE YEARS BETWEEN 1902-1914.
BLOOMFONTEIN — COLOMBO — AHMEDNAGAR — JHANSI — 
ALDERSHOT.
1903 saw the Battalion in Bloomfontein, where it remained on garrison duties until 1904.
In October, 1904, the Battalion embarked at Durban for Ceylon, where Headquarters 
were at Colombo, and detachments at Kandy and Trincomali. A grand station with plenty
of sport and social life. 
Two years in Ceylon passed quickly, and in 1906 they sailed for India, where they were to
spend the next six years in Ahmednagar and Jhansi.
Kitchener's test was the climax of the training season. It was a really stiff, tough trial for 
all. They tied with the leading Battalion in India and Colonel Hovell received a special 
letter of praise from the Commander-in-Chief.
After 18 years abroad, in 1913, the Battalion embarked for home and arrived in 
Aldershot in March, where it remained until the outbreak of the first Great War.
June 3rd, 1913, was a memorable day—the last full-dress review on Laffans Plain. The 
Battalion made a great impression as it was at full strength. 
Much had happened in these twelve years “between” but the solid training in manoeuvre
and skill at arms, and the general fitness fostered by sport and games of all kinds stood 
the test when, at 4.0 p.m. on August 4th, 1914, the signal for mobilisation was hoisted at 
Command Headquarters. It was war!

It is not known at what point in this regimental story Major Allan Moss retired, but it is clear 
that he had done so by 1908.

By 1901 Thomas Moss had rejoined his family and they were living at 7 Barton Crescent, 
Dawlish, and he is shown as a Retired Civil Engineer, Public Works Dept, India. His wife and two 
unmarried daughters, Jessie and Helen were at home. 
Thomas Moss died on 27 June 1903 and he left £6,211.10s.11d to his widow. In 1911 the widow
Helen was 76 and living with the daughters Jessie and Helen and two servants. The census entry
shows that one of ten children had died by that date. 
Helen Lucretia died on 19 April 1913 and her daughter Jessie, spinster, was left £412.10s.od.  
The Misses Moss are listed in Kelly's 1914 Directory for Dawlish among “Residents” at 7 Barton 
Crescent.

 In 1908 Allan Moss is shown on the retired list but on the outbreak of war he re-enlisted and 
was serving on the staff of the cable censor in the Worcestershire Regiment. At the time of his 
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death he was living at 8 Den Crescent, Teignmouth and he was buried in Dawlish cemetery. A 
private headstone was erected by his family. 
He does not appear to have married.

His death is recorded as being from heart failure. The probate record shows that he left £3,593-
16s-4d to Lieutenant Colonel Claude Moss. 

Commonwealth War Graves entry:
Moss A,  Major,  10/10/1916     age 59    Worcestershire Regiment       Son of Thomas 
and Helen Lucretia Moss
Grave Registration Document:   Buried in Dawlish cemetery – grave ref 2151
“Retired, but I understand joined up again.”  “Died of heart failure.”

He does not appear on the Devon Roll of Honour for Dawlish, nor is he shown on the Dawlish 
War Memorial
Last known address:  8 Den Crescent, Teignmouth

Next of kin: Miss Jessie Moss
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