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Every fami ly must have dreaded the arrival

of the telegraph boy on his bike, carrying a

War Office telegram. The first arrived six

days after the action in which Lieutenant W

G Jackson was reported wounded and

missing.

On 1st June, Jackson's sister, Evelyn Maude

Jackson, wrote from The Manor House a

tragic letter asking for “any news of my

brother”. I t would appear that no officia l

reply was received, for a telegram was

sent from The Manor House on 20th August.

Her aunt, Katherine Jackson, then pursued

the enquiry with a letter on 15th November

asking for “a form to fi l l in – for making

enquiries respecting her nephew.”

It becomes clear, after reading

the witness records gathered

from casualties of the regiment

recovering (one hopes) in

British hospitals, that the injury

was severe, that the Company

was surrounded and only four

escaped capture by the

German advance.

The action appears to have

taken place on Apri l 23rd, but

the War Office set the officia l

date for his death at Apri l 27th

1915 in a letter sent two and a

half years after he had been

reported missing.

The Second Battle of Ypres was

fought from 22 Apri l – 25 May

1915 for control of the strategic

Flemish town of Ypres in western

Belgium. It marked the first mass

use by Germany of poison gas on

the Western Front. For the first

time a former colonial force (the

first Canadian Division) defeated

German forces on European soi l ,

in the Battle of St. Ju l ien and the

Battle of Kitchener's Wood, which

were engagements within the

Second Battle of Ypres.




