Dawlish World War One Project

Alfred Samuel BARON
Born Oreston (Plymstock), 9 July 1873 Died 13 May 1915, aged 41
Leading Seaman (Coastguard) 148228 (Dev) H.M.S.GOLIATH

Alfred Samuel Baron was the third child of Alfred C Baron (1850- ) and Caroline Baron (nee
Tamlyn)(1851- ). His father was a mariner and his mother a milliner and they married in Stoke
Damerel Church, Plymouth on 28 September 1869. They had ten children of which nine had
survived by 1911.

In 1881 Alfred was living with his mother and four sisters and a brother in Oreston, a waterside
suburb of Plymstock.

Alfred joined the Navy as a boy seaman on 5" March 1889 and signed on for twelve years
when he reached his 18" birthday on 9" July 1891. He was rated Able Seaman on 1* April 1894
and Leading Seaman on 2" June 1900.

He transferred to the Coastguard as a Boatman in March 1901. In that year's census he was with
his mother, described as ‘wife of a mariner’, and sisters at 8 Charles Place, Plymouth.

He served at various Coastguard stations including Dawlish (1903-1906 and 1914).
He married Rhoda Ewings(1879- 1964), daughter of George and Jane Ewings, in Q2 1904 in
Dawlish. They had two children.
Alfred William James Baron was born in Dawlish on 28 November 1904. He married
Agnes Rigby on 26 March 1932 in Bradford, Yorkshire, and died in 1987.
Ruth May Baron was born 1906 and died in Q2 1911, aged 4.

Alfred was in service with H M Coastguard, at No 5 Coastguard Station, Fleet, Nr Weymouth,
Dorset in 1911 and in June 1914 he was transferred to Dawlish. (below, part of Dawlish roll)

COMMTISSIONED
BOATAMEN

2 ¢ = 7 v

/32 6y5 ‘ﬁﬁ‘ _;§'$(° L el Eﬂ-f: Aunt Brigy 3 5 ?}wu,p./ 3d frxs"s 2vE é\dq 4 o o /‘a-—v’”{ fmﬂf{f, A"“f’! {( +E.10
e v/§ *F{is = 4‘(;((«{’(«»3“:1‘(&"1&3 & S ; ; I — e e PAPNF V8 SOy eV ,,“/ Ji (m -.‘,
I{iy‘?‘{( & gitf‘tudtg(inéz: ;«a? mdod / 3/’5 iy g , 2 Blen Mices J r{‘.“ r\ f,‘f‘ l; Lo Jat w‘f&[ &&
{82 0'9‘__{ ‘/61#}‘ Ve (}nf -(l..u< &“dq(i ylé d&iJ,ﬂw #n Wg snle 8. Y. f‘ e ok ‘3 l{/ “' JI)&‘};‘)\ »,’::: “m
lesqdy, led. \ix&u«i £otee 2 ERTE IR \:.61 & (.\}4.&', S A 7 ‘}( & “\{,.,,;{_,(“‘)\ 'Ei i ’f'Uﬂ..»x.Li Abr Cf‘;‘

3 :
fas '}9 —~ Pt "‘“1’;?,-1“\.{;« [14 il na ’7 c»ae/ AL N‘mAwséﬂ %; Sy »’$ r* 8. (\}lh ‘l'f &.Q \({‘f\l.un\ f““ PRPNTRY
m; Y /aé‘*ffiadanb Hope JM:" mM . | sttt it honitis t;,({-” &m} m,"(‘ Jo ‘,,‘.,\_ ﬁ 5

& A J R q B o & S Ui s

M "-L 12340 So 7«1\1‘«41‘}. yyz Al 4 k#{rfu(uh A f;(am/»", Crgos J,, i ‘f o S
/k’} 28 Ly 28t~ o~ fynakivh g v L: .1 //, [{{uo‘ { ;93 ‘[]/m—i’ j"‘i' //))("rn "\.\ 3y l/\([ T .‘\‘./,“‘
/b' ks’ Wasad&e di 70762 24 \mwg }%’l R A, NS IR ‘; e Sl o
JAKK .lgﬂ . ;M,Za.u. o (1 7_', I})M,g ML(L“‘“", / ’f‘lﬁf\{ ‘:{.0 { 1

Alfred S Baron was called from the Coastguard Service at the outbreak of war and joined
H.M.S. GOLIATH with the rank of Leading Seaman (Coastguard).

H.M.S.GOLIATH was a pre-Dreadnought battleship of Canopus-class, of 12,950 tons and
launched at Chatham in 1898. Armed with 4 — 12inch guns and 12 -6inch she was a slow but
powerful capital ship.

GOLIATH was commissioned in the 8th Battle Squadron for service in the Channel in August
1914 and then went to Loch Ewe as guardship, covered landing of marines at Ostend and in
September 1914 went to East Indies.
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In November 1914, GOLIATH took part in Rufiji River operations against the KONIGSBERG, and
then went to the Dardanelles in April 1915.

GOLIATH Provided gunfire support at Cape Helles and was damaged on 25 April and 2 May. On
the night of 13 May she was torpedoed by the German-commanded Turkish torpedo boat
Muavenet-i-Milet and sank quickly with the loss of 570 men out of a ship's company of 700
men.

(Cape Helles memorial in Turkey, right)
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After his death his widow moved to Bradford where her son had married, and she died in 1964
aged 84.

Commonwealth War Graves entry:
Alfred Samuel Baron, Leading Seaman, born 9 July 1873, Oreston, Plymstock, Devon. Killed or
died as a direct result of enemy action; 13 May 1915. Body not recovered for burial.

Dawlish War memorial inscription:  BARON AS.  Ldg Btm H.M.S.GOLIATH

Devon Heritage site info:
148228 Leading Seaman Alfred Samuel Baron of the Royal Navy, .H.M.S.GOLIATH. Son of
Alfred and Caroline Baron of Oreston, Plymouth; husband of Rhoda Baron of 5, The
Coastguard Station, Dawlish. Born in Plymouth 9 July 1873. Died 13 May 1915 aged 40.

He is recorded on the Devon Roll of Honour, but date of death shown as 12" May in the
Dardenelles.

Last known address: 3 H M Coastguard Station, Dawlish

Next of kin: Mrs Rhoda Baron — widow
Alfred William James Baron (1904-1987) - son
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